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7  Yeah, no problem.

4 You, too.

v7 Turn left at the next stop light.
I See you there.

7 Yes, please.

4 Ilove this program.

7 No, not yet.

I It's very interesting.

7 1 went to the library.

4 1 go every Sunday.

7 My history teacher is really nice.
I I play basketball with my classmates.
7 For two or three days.

4 The day before yesterday.

v7 The trip cost about 80,000 yen.
I No, at home.

7 About 45 minutes.

A4 Every 15 minutes.

7 At 2 o'clock.

I 5 dollars change.
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When did Jonny go to Kuala Lumpur?

-

4
7
x

Last summer.
Spring break.

For a week.

On September 12,

What did Jonny do on the Malaysia program?

-

H 3

He ate spicy food.

He made a big statue.
He studied English.
He studied history.

What do students do on the Hawaii program?

-

H 3

What is Jonny looking forward to doing on the spring program?

-

H 3

According to Sally, what are some famous souvenirs from Hawaii?

-

H 3

Go to see a Hindu temple.
Do some shopping in Chinatown.
Learn about culture and history.

Eat durian fruit with their friends.

Surfing in the ocean.
Going on a hike.
Eating sweet food.

Making friends.

Durian fruit.
Coffee.
Peanuts.

Chocolate chip cookies.
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What does the inside of a traditional Japanese house look like? Many people will
imagine rooms with tatami mats. Tatami mats have been used in Japan for hundreds
of years. They are made from natural materials like straw and rush. They have a
soft surface. Tatami rooms are quiet, so people can feel relaxed. However, Dthese
rooms are not so common in modern Japan anymore. Many people now use wood
flooring in their homes. Wood flooring is more popular because it is cheaper than
tatami mats. It is also easier for us to take care of wood flooring. @In 1993, about 45

million tatami mats were sold, but it dropped to 15 million in 2012.

Wood flooring is easy to clean, so it can be used for a long time. It can be cleaned
with a vacuum cleaner. On the other hand, tatami mats need more care. Tatami
mats must be cleaned carefully with a broom. Sometimes you need to dry them in
the sun. Wood flooring is (I ), but tatami mats have some special features that
make them unique.

One good point about tatami mats is that ®they're good for the climate of Japan.

Tatami mats have air inside, so they can keep the room cool in summer and warm
in winter. This is a feature which wood flooring does not have. The air inside the
tatami also makes sounds softer, like the noise from a TV or footsteps. On the other
hand, if you live with wood flooring, sounds from daily life can be loud. You may feel
stressed because of @these noises. Also, you can practice judo on soft tatami mats
without getting hurt. You cannot ®do the same thing on hard wood flooring.

However, tatami mats also have some problems. They are more expensive than
wood flooring, and they wear down more easily. If you put heavy furniture on them
for a long time, they can get damaged. Also, their color changes over time. Some
people may not like this change.

Recently, the tatami industry in Japan is trying to make tatami mats popular
again. Tatami mats are ( I ) because they are made from natural materials and
do not use chemicals. Some companies are now making new kinds of tatami mats
that are stronger and easier to take care of.

Tatami mats are not just flooring — they are a part of Japanese culture and

history. We should not forget the value of tatami mats in our homes.
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D these rooms
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quiet and relaxing restrooms
Japanese rooms with wood flooring
small rooms for quiet people

tatami rooms in Japanese houses

@ these noises

-
4

7
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the sounds of heavy rain
the noises of cars outside the house
the sounds from daily life, like a TV or footsteps

the noises of cleaning tatami mats

® do the same thing

7

clean tatami mats A practice judo 7 get hurt I talk loudly
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About 30 million tatami mats were sold between 1993 and 2012.
The price of tatami mats was lower in 2012 than in 1993.
The number of tatami mats sold decreased from 1993 to 2012.

More and more tatami mats were sold in 2012.
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Tatami mats are made from wood and plastic.

Cleaning wood flooring is harder than cleaning tatami mats.
Wood flooring is cheaper than tatami mats, but not so popular.
Heavy furniture does not damage tatami mats easily.

Tatami mats are an important part of Japanese culture and history.
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Mika

Ryota:

Mika

Frank

Mika

Frank:

Ryota :

Mika

Ryota :
Frank:

Mika

i)

: Let's have a debate. The topic is “Which is better, yakitori with salt or

yakitori with sauce?” Ryota from the Team Salt, please begin.

OK. I think salt yakitori is better because it has a simple taste. Yakitori is a

chicken dish, so it should taste like chicken. The taste of sauce is too strong

and may overpower the natural flavor of the meat.

: I see. Frank, your team thinks sauce yakitor: is better. Would you please
explain the reason?

: Sure. First, yakitori is a Japanese food, so the sauce should be Japanese, too.
The sauce of yakitori is made from shoyu. Second, sauce yakitori and rice
taste great together and create a balanced meal. For these reasons, we think
sauce yakitori is better.

: Thank you, Frank. Do you have any questions for the Team Salt?

Yes. Ryota, do you think all types of yakitori should be eaten with salt?

What about chicken meatballs called tsukune?

Yes, the best thing about #sukune is that it tastes like chicken. So it doesn't

need sauce. Just salt is enough to make it delicious.

: Good point, Ryota. Do you have a question for the Team Sauce?

Yes. Frank, is yakitori really a Japanese food?

Yes, it is. According to a website about the history of yakitori, it has been

eaten by Japanese people since the Heian period! Today, people all over the

world know yakitori as the Japanese grilled chicken dish.

: 1 didn't know that! Thank you, both sides.
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Why does Ryota like salt yakitor: better than sauce yakitori?
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Salt yakitori has a stronger flavor.
Salt yakitor: has a simple taste.
Salt yakitori tastes great with rice.

Salt yakitori uses shoyu, a Japanese sauce.

According to Frank, what makes sauce yakitor: better than salt yakitori?
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Sauce yakitori increases the natural flavor of chicken.
Sauce yakitor: is made with salt and butter.
Sauce yakitori is made with shoyu and well balanced with rice.

Sauce yakitor: has a simpler taste than salt yakitor.

What is Ryota’s opinion about chicken meatballs (¢sukune)?
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Tsukune is best eaten with sauce because it improves the flavor.
Tsukune does not need sauce because it already tastes like chicken.
Tsukune is not a traditional type of yakitori.

Tsukune should be eaten without any flavor.

What fact does Frank share about yakitor:?
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Yakitor: came from Europe and was introduced to Japan later.
Yakitor: became popular in Japan during the Edo period.
Yakitor: was eaten by Japanese people already in the Heian period.

Yakitor: was originally made only with Japanese sauce.

Which is true about Mika?
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She is a member of the Team Sauce.
She is the leader of the Team Salt.
She is not in the Team Sauce or in the Team Salt.

She thinks sauce yakitori is better.
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Date: November 15, 2024

To: Hana Suzuki

From: Sarah Green

Subject: Welcome to New York City!

Dear Hana,

Hello! How are you? My husband John and I are very happy that you will stay
with us in New York City. We have lived here for 12 years. Before that, we lived
in a small town near Boston. New York City is a very exciting place. I think you
will enjoy it!

John works in an office in Trenton, and I work as a designer. I work at home
most of the time, so I have time to take you to many interesting places. I want to
show you Times Square, Central Park, and the Empire State Building. These are
famous places in New York.

New York City has more than 8 million people. It is big and very busy. You can
find food from many countries here, and the pizza is very good. We will go to a
famous pizza restaurant. I hope you like pizzal

In November, it is cold in New York. Please bring a warm coat, a scarf, and
gloves. Also, you will probably walk a lot, so wear comfortable shoes. We have a
nice guest room for you. You will love it.

If you have any questions about your trip, please send me a message. I can't wait
to meet you, Hana!

Best wishes,

Sarah Green

Date: November 17, 2024

To: Sarah Green

From: Hana Suzuki

Subject: Re: Welcome to New York City!

Dear Sarah,

Thank you for your kind email. I am very excited to visit New York City and
stay with you and John. The city sounds very big and fun! I like sightseeing and
eating new foods, so I am happy to visit the places you talked about. I also want
to try New York pizzal

Thank you for telling me about the weather. I will bring a warm coat and good
shoes for walking. The guest room sounds very nice. I think I will feel at home
with you.

I don't have any questions now, but I will tell you if I think of something later.
Thank you again! See you soon!

Best wishes,

Hana Suzuki

Where do Sarah and John live?
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They live in Trenton.
They live in New York City.
They live in Boston.

They live in Los Angeles.

What does Sarah do?
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She is a teacher.
She is a writer.
She is a designer.

She is a photographer.

Which is true about New York City?
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It is a small town near Boston.
It has famous places like Times Square.
It is warm in November.

It is not a busy city.

What should Hana bring to New York?
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A light jacket and sandals.
A warm coat and comfortable shoes.
A swimsuit and sunglasses.

A heavy winter jacket and an umbrella.

Which is true about these emails?
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Hana likes sightseeing and trying new foods.
John works from home in New York City.
Hana's family will visit New York with her.

Sarah wants to visit Hana in Japan.
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Emily ( 7 wrote A is written ™7 was writing T has been writing ) a novel

since last winter.
2 How (7 old 4 many ' far T often) isitfrom here to Hokkaido?
3 Our teacher let us ( 7 play A4 toplay 7 playing T played ) in the ground.
4 You got a new computer, ( 7 aren't you A didn't you 7 haven't you

T don't you ) ?
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1
{ What language do they speak in that country?
What language ( ) ( ) in that country?
2
{ Let's have dinner together at the restaurant with an ocean view.
How ( ) ( ) dinner together at the restaurant with an ocean view?
3
{ Your guitar is more expensive than mine.
My guitar is not ( ) expensive ( ) yours.
4
{ We don't know the writer of this old book.
We don't know ( ) ( ) this old book.
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